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There is no doubt that Manley is situated in a beautiful part of the country. We are 
surrounded by rolling hills, lush farmland and verdant woodland. However, the Parish 
of Manley is widespread and perhaps lacks a natural focal point. Not everybody may 
think it has a ‘village feel’ but that does not mean that many of us still want to be 
part of the community and see it develop. Some people may regard this consultation 
exercise as a waste of time but if we don’t canvass the views of as many residents as 
possible we won’t know what action programme is required or feasible. 

Much has happened since the first public meeting in February 2012. We agreed 
a constitution, obtained funding, had discussions with many people, exhibited at 
the May Fair, organised and distributed the Questionnaire, analysed the results and 
produced this report. None of this happens without a great deal of time and effort 
being put in by many people.

Our report is split into key areas as follows: The Process (Page 4), The Parish (page 6), 
Community Life, Leisure and Recreation (Page 8);Transport, Highways and Safety (Page 
14); Environment, Planning and Heritage (Page 17); Businesses (Page 20). We have 
come up with suggestions for further action in all sectors which are summarised at the 
end of this report (Page 22). 

It comes as no surprise that the vast majority of the residents polled are happy with 
living in Manley and value the surroundings and the community highly. However, 
there is a strong desire to strengthen the community further and already many have 
been moved to volunteer their services. Whilst there are some predictable areas of 
concern, there are also some unexpected outcomes which we have identified. The 
implementation phase will need willing volunteers to make things happen. We will 
need to liaise with many other official bodies and seek funding, either through the 
Parish Council or elsewhere. I hope you may want to be part of this process and I am 
looking forward to seeing what comes next.

I sincerely thank all the past and present members of the Steering Group for all 
their hard work, commitment and enthusiasm. I would also like to thank all the 
householders who took the time and effort to return their Questionnaires and for 
their comments. I gratefully acknowledge all the help and support given by Cheshire 
Community Action and in particular from Claire Jones, whose advice was greatly 
appreciated.

This document, the Manley Parish Plan, is not the end but the start of the 
improvement process.

David Joyce, Chair, Manley Parish Plan steering Group
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The Parish Plan 
Parish Plans aim to give local communities greater involvement 
in deciding what they want to see happening in their Village 
over the short to medium term future.

The Parish Plan aims to:

 � Reflect the views of all sections of the community.

 � Identify those aspects of the community which people value most.

 � Identify any local problems and opportunities.

 � Set out priorities for changes to meet the community’s wishes.

 � Prepare a plan of action for the next five years.

 � Influence bids for funding for community projects.

The Parish Plan is based on a survey of the community carried 
out by local volunteers (the Steering Group). The aim of the 
survey is to collect the views and opinions of the people who 
live and work in that community and from this information 
find out how the community sees itself developing over 
the short and medium term future. An action plan is then 
developed based on the community’s views and their priorities. 

Following a Public Meeting instigated by Manley Parish 
Council on 1 February 2012 and attended by over 50 
residents, a Steering Group of volunteers was established to 
prepare a Parish Plan for Manley.

Steering Group
The Manley Parish Plan Steering Group was made up of the 
following volunteers - David Joyce, Carol Shaw, Steve Frood, 
Mike Gann, Mark Williams, John Bunting, Peter Sherlock, 
Carol Hunt, Heather Hulse and Ken Mutton. Assistance was 
also given by Vinnie O’Brien.

David Joyce was our Chairperson, Carol Shaw the Treasurer, 
Heather Hulse and Carol Hunt, the Secretaries.

Link with the Parish Council
The Parish Plan was originally instigated by the Parish Council 
in Manley and has been prepared with their full support and 
backing. The recommendations contained within this Parish 
Plan will shortly be driven forward by an Implementation 
Group – and where appropriate with the full support of the 
Parish Council. 

What’s Involved….
A huge amount of effort goes into the whole Parish Plan 
process – and much of this work has involved engagement 
with the community in Manley. The Steering Group has held 
15 formal meetings since we were set up on 1 March 2012, 
along with many informal and ad hoc meetings. The Steering 
Group has recorded in excess of 800 hours of input and effort 
throughout the process!

Manley
PARISH PLAN 2013
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Once we had set up the group formally and secured the 
maximum funding available from Cheshire Community Action, 
we started the process of public engagement at the Manley 
May Fair in May 2012. Informal discussions with residents 
at the Fair plus other meetings with the Church, School, 
Village Hall and other groups within the Village allowed 
us to build up a picture of what the key issues were and 
what we needed to focus on within the Questionnaire. This 
consultation stage aims to build up the profile of the Village 
– and tried to include all the diverse interests. It was also an 
important opportunity to discuss the issues for communities 
like Kingswood Park, which makes up nearly a third of all the 
houses and apartments in Manley.

The Steering Group undertook a comprehensive survey of all 
the roads in September 2012 within Manley to assess their 
condition, together with the conditions of the verges, walls 
and footpaths. 

The Questionnaire was completed and distributed to every 
house and apartment in Manley in early October 2012. 
Following the return of the completed Questionnaires the 
Steering Group embarked on the review and analysis of the 
data. A well-attended Public Meeting in Manley was held on 
6 March 2013 to outline the initial findings to the attendees 
and to seek final views and opinions before the Steering 
Group commenced the drafting of the final Report and 
recommendations. The final Report was completed in  
June 2013. 

The release of this Parish Plan is really only the end of the 
beginning and it is important now that the Implementation 
Group commences its work to start acting upon the wishes of 
the community.  

Parish Communication
We have tried throughout the process, to keep everyone 
informed of progress through a variety of means. This has 
included leaflet drops, articles in Manley Magazine, our 
website and through public meetings. We have also provided 
the Parish Council with regular updates to coincide with their 
meetings. Our group was set up with two members of the 
Parish Council on the Steering Group (Peter Sherlock and 
Steve Frood) so this has helped the process of communication 
between the two entities.

Our Vision
Our vision for this Parish Plan is to respond to the needs of 
the local community and to build a structure that will improve 
and enhance Manley over the next three to five years. The 
consultation process has enabled us to focus on the issues that 
are important to all of you and we hope the Parish Plan now 
provides the platform for improvement and enhancement of 
our village. 

Commentary on the results of the 
Questionnaire 
Two hundred and eighty-five copies of the Questionnaire 
were delivered to all residences in Manley: 113 were returned.  
This represented a 40% response which was consistent with 
other villages in the Cheshire West area completing similar 
Questionnaires (44% is the average for the region). Not all 
respondents answered all questions. Some questions were 
not applicable to all respondents, for example “access to 
social services”, and received a low response. Generally those 
questions with a wide application obtained a response in 
excess of 95% but even so no single question was answered 
by every respondent. For example only 99% answered the 
first question on home ownership. However no-one failed to 
answer any questions and most people answered most of  
the questions.

The numerical responses are tabulated in Appendix 1 for 
reference and are not repeated in total in this narrative except 
to illustrate the general findings. Where percentages are given 
they are the percentage of the number who answered that 
question.

1109 comments or “narrative answers” were given. Each 
group of comments associated with a given question was 
studied to draw out the common threads and these are 
included in the systematic review of the Questionnaire in this 
report. A summary of key comments is included in Appendix 1.

We went to great lengths to keep the responses anonymous 
and confidential and this limited the demographic information 
that could be extracted from the responses.

Photographs
We are indebted to the following who supplied the 
photographs in the report: Michael Robinson, Mike Gann, 
David Joyce and James Compston.

we started the process of public engagement 
at the manley may fair in may 2012. 
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Our Parish
The Parish of Manley is part of the Gowy Ward in the Cheshire 
West and Chester (CWaC) Council jurisdiction and has a Parish 
Council. The Parish is about 3.1 miles from east to west and 
occupies about 3.4 square miles. It stretches from the Cheshire 
plain at around 20 metres above sea level to the west of the 
Parish and rises eastwards up to the Cheshire sandstone ridge 
with a maximum height of around 150 metres. The ridges 
comprises Triassic sandstones and Jurassic mudstones whilst 
the plain was influenced by major glacial ice sheets and melt 
waters which deposited marl and sand onto the existing 
deposits of glacial till.

The Parish is predominately rural with 7 working farms but 
also includes a large section of the Delamere Forest. It is close 
to the motorway system of the M56 and M6 and there is easy 
access to Manchester Airport and the major conurbations 
of Liverpool and Manchester. There are approximately 285 
properties and a population of about 650 people, of which 
about 150 are under 18 and approximately 115 over 65. There 
is a wide range of detached, semi-detached and apartment 
property with owner-occupied and rented accommodation 
including social housing.*

There are several businesses ranging from a water-sports centre, 
motor cycle suspensions, interior design consultancy, bed and 
breakfast establishments, stables and farm shops and twice 
the national average of people working from home. The Parish 
draws in high numbers of visitors due to attractions such as the 
Water-Sports Centre, Sandstone Trail and the Delamere Forest.

A map of the Parish is shown inside the front cover. 

Our adjacent Parishes are 
 �  Alvanley
 �  Dunham on the Hill 
 �  Barrow 
 �  Mouldsworth
 �  Ashton Hayes
 �  Delamere 
 �  Norley
 �  Kingsley 
 �  Frodsham 

A Brief History of the Parish
The name Manley is derived from the pre 7th century Old 
English for a common wood or clearing (‘maene’ meaning 
common or shared and ‘leah’ a wood or glade in a wood). 
But our history goes back further than this as the sandstone 
ridge of Cheshire has been populated with people from 
Neolithic times who introduced arable and pastoral farming 
and settlements on the uplands above the dense vegetation 
and marshy land on the plain. There are six known bronze 
or iron-age hillforts along the ridge between Frodsham and 
Bickerton so it is highly likely that the Parish has been visited, 
or colonised, by our ancient ancestors for millennia.

The Romans were in Manley as they quarried the more durable 
sandstone found here for their tombstones. Softer sandstones 
were used for building materials. There has been a suggestion 
that there was a Roman ‘marching camp’ near Manley Old Hall 
Farm but this is uncertain. After the departure of the Romans it 

6

THe PArISH Of mAnLey

A beautiful territory in one of the most picturesque corners of Cheshire

*Note: the information is taken from the Cheshire Community Action Rural Community Profile for Manley with data from 2010 or 2001. A report 
detailing the information from the last National census is expected soon.
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seems probable that the area was sparsely populated by Celtic 
tribes and later by Northumbrian forces and then as part of 
the kingdom of Mercia. There are records of military activity 
between the Danes and King Alfred and the Parish was near 
the edge of a battle in AD894.

The arrival of the Normans in 1066 meant major changes 
to the control and management of the population of Britain 
including the people of Cheshire and the rebellion here in 
1069-1070AD. Manley, or Menlie as it is recorded, is shown 
in the unique Domesday Survey of 1086 and it is from this 
date that the recorded history of Manley begins. The earliest 
evidence relates to a medieval Manor House in Manley on the 
site of the present Old Hall Farm which was constructed in 
the reign of King Henry III in about 1216. The feudal system 
operated under the Norman de Manley family between about 
1230 and 1539 when the manor of Manley was sold to John 
Birkenhead. A series of owners then occupied the manor 
based around the present site of Manley Old Hall including 
Henry Gee (of Chester racecourse and how the ‘gee-gees’ 
originated) and the Dutton, Davies, Deane, Lowton and Fox 
families up to the present occupants, the Ford family. The 
manor was described as ‘a beautiful territory, placed in one of 
the most picturesque corners of Cheshire’ by Thomas Helsby 
in 1882.

The Manley Old Hall is not the only significant historical site. 
The New Pale was an enclosed area for hunting parties as part 
of the royal deer park established by King Charles I. There 
was much fighting in the civil war around Manley (when we 
were on the royalist side). A section of the Parish contains 
the Delamere Forest which was planted in about 1820 and 
passed into the control of the Forestry Commission in 1922. 
The clean air and beautiful surroundings of Manley meant 
it was selected for the Liverpool sanatorium built in 1901 at 
Kingswood, and the Manchester one built in 1905 at Crossley, 
for the treatment of tuberculosis and recuperation of patients.

We now think of Manley in terms of its agricultural roots 
and residential properties but it has had an industrial past. 
The value of marl extracted and spread for soil improvement 
has been recognised since the 17th Century but sand and, 
rather surprisingly, coal has been extracted and brick making 
was important. There was a glassworks in the area of the 
Delamere Forest in the 1600’s. Manley quarry operated 
between about 1790 and 1850 and was responsible for much 
of the development of the village. George Ormerod in 1819 
referred to the ‘beautiful white stone from which the materials 
of Chester Castle and a considerable part of Eaton Hall have 
been obtained’.

Manley has been a significant staging point in transportation 
around the region. A medieval Salters’ Road suggests a salt 
way passed from Northwich to Chester probably along Manley 
Lane. A turnpike road passed between Netherton and Kelsall 
with a tollbooth near Manley School. Manley station operated 
in the 1840’s mainly for the transportation of lime and cattle 
but also for the cheese and milk from the area.

Manley has a long and important history and has seen many 
changes. There is no reason to believe further changes will 
not be needed in the future but it is essential that these are 
sustainable and in the best interests of the population.
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General information about the Parish
92% of respondents were home-owners. 14% of homes 
had one occupant and 45% had two. 33% had three or four 
occupants and 8% five or more.

The age distribution in Manley was fairly level with a peak 
between 45 and 64. 47% were aged under 45 and 53% 
over 45. 18% were of school age. The Male/Female ratio was 
almost equal. Respondents had lived on average in Manley for 
18.3 years with a range from two months to 77 years giving 
further evidence that people like living in Manley.

97% said they were happy or very happy living in Manley. 
Nevertheless 81% agreed or strongly agreed that Manley 
needed to develop a stronger sense of community.

What do we like about manley?
We asked the question ‘what do people like about living in 
Manley’. A summary of the responses ranked the key factors 
in the following order:

The response above really does provide confirmation that 
Manley has many key attributes and enjoys being located 
where it is. The surrounding countryside and forest was 
ranked on top of the list but with our easy access to significant 
nearby amenities also being important. After these two, 
respondents liked the sense of community in the Village as 
well as the facilities provided by the Village Hall.

Information and Communication in manley
Manley is a village that is spread across a relatively large rural 
area and contains a number of clusters of accommodation 
across its geographical area. We have communities at 
Kingswood Park, around Moss Lane and Moss Drive, Manley 
Common and other areas. What Manley probably doesn’t 
have is a real heart to the village or an area where the 
community will naturally gravitate (even though the Village 
Hall and Parish Field do provide a focal point). 

Effective communication is important within any organisation 
or community. At the current time the Questionnaire shows 
that the ranking for how information is best shared within the 
village is as follows:

COmmunITy LIfe, LeISure And reCreATIOn

There are many positive things about living in manley

living in Manley

1 Surrounding countryside, forest and wildlife

2 easy access to nearby amenities

3 Sense of community

4 Having a village hall

5 Local facilities

6 Having a primary school

7 Having a church

8 Having the Parish field

inforMation and coMMunication

1 manley magazine

2 Word of mouth

3 Website and e-mail circulars

4 Advertising banners

5 noticeboard at the village hall
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Some of Manley’s key institutions have their own website – the 
Parish Council, The Village Hall and now the Parish Plan group. 
All of these in their own way disseminate information and 
communication with the community. There was very strong 
support (86%) for a single unified website for Manley which 
would hold information about everything in the Village and 
perhaps have separate links to other key parts of the Village 
(the School, Manley Mere and others). The single website 
might also assist the Parish Council communicate more 
effectively around the Village – the majority of respondents felt 
they currently communicated their decisions and activities at 
best ‘reasonably well’. (action C1)

Work is also required on improving both Broadband service 
and speeds and also Mobile Phone reception in the Village. 
A large number of responders (45%) were dissatisfied with 
the current broadband service. This is also relevant to the 
increasing number of people who either have businesses in 
Manley or who work from home for some of their working 
week. (actions C2, C3)

There are many ways to further improve communication 
within the Village (more Notice Boards strategically located 
at key places in the Village is one example) and we hope 
the Implementation Groups will focus on these areas at the 
next stage. The Manley and District Magazine is a key source 
of information about events in Manley and is well received. 
(action C4)

Villages Amenities and Activities 
Manley already has an active community with many of the 
activities centred on the rejuvenated Village Hall and the Parish 
Field. We asked the community which current activities or 
events they took part in and the leading activities were the 
May Fair, Farmers Markets, Zumba and Pilates, Quiz Nights, 
Cycling, Tennis and Church related activities. 

The Questionnaire also asked which activities or events the 
community would support if they were available within the 
Village. These new activities were ranked as follows:

Manley also enjoys a good number of amenities and places 
where the community can relax, exercise and enjoy themselves. 
In the Questionnaire we asked the community to rank these 
amenities in their order of how often they use them and the 
top five were as follows:

activities that would be supported

1 Shop / post office

2 fitness suite (at the village hall)

3 entering the ‘best kept village’ award

4 film evenings

5 Litter picks

6 manley archive

aMenities

1 delamere forest

2 Village hall

3 manley mere

4 Playing field

5 Church
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Village Hall
The Village Hall has been one of the Village’s success stories 
over the past few years and it now a thriving and active centre 
to our community. It is recognised that the Village Hall is 
central to village life. Regular users of the Village Hall include 
the following:

Book Club; Upholstery Class; Flower Arrangers; Church 
Drop In; Primary School; Gardening Club; Manley Ladies; 
Bowlers; Tennis Club; Snooker/Billiard Players; Zumba Classes; 
Pilates; Caravaners who stay on local sites; Private Parties and 
Meetings; Children’s parties; Country dancers; Parish Council/
Plan meetings; Local Elections.

The Village Hall has its own plans and agenda for the 
short and medium term future but what is clear from our 
Questionnaire and feedback is that it is a much used and 
valued part of our community. The Steering Group would like 
to help the Village Hall achieve its aims and objectives and are 
keen to help in whatever way we can.

Some of the ideas generated through this Parish Plan include 
the following:
1. Create better toilet facilities for visitors and users of the 

Hall.
2. Create more meeting rooms for hire and usage. There are 

often 2–3 different meetings or functions taking place at the 
same time. New meeting rooms would add more flexibility 
and allow the Village Hall to generate further income.

3. Look at creating an IT suite or an area where visitors and 
elderly people can go and use computers and enjoy  
WIFI access.

4. Look to creating a central ‘hub’ for the Village by creating 
a landscape zone linking the Village Hall to the Parish 
Field. This could also assist with slowing traffic down as it 
crosses a landscape strip and it would provide real linkage 
between the two neighbouring amenities.

(actions C13, C14)

Parish field
The Parish Field was donated to the Parish of Manley under a 
Deed of Gift dated December 1934. The field was donated by 
the Haworth family and is intended to be used as a  
‘recreation ground’. The Deed of Gift is administered by 
Manley Parish Council.

The Field is used for annual Parish events (the May Fair) 
and some other ‘ad hoc’ events like the Golden Jubilee 
celebrations in June 2012. It is not however used as regularly 
as it should be and the Steering Group are keen to look at 
possible ideas to promote its use and maximise the benefits 
for the village.

Possible ideas to secure the Field’s long term future and usage 
include the following:
1. Encourage the School to hold ‘set piece’ events at the 

Field (ie sports day, sports events and other activities.
2. Look to plough, level and re-seed the field to make a 

flat uniform surface. This would rejuvenate the field and 
make it more attractive for sports and other uses.

3. Provide new goalposts and nets. Also look to providing  
5 a side goals and mark out a pitch accordingly.

4. Look to providing a children’s play area on the field.
5. Investigate the potential to locate a pond on the field or 

elsewhere. This would address one of Manley School’s 
requirements.

6. Ensure the trees and boundary foliage is properly 
maintained and cut back to ensure it doesn’t encroach 
onto the field.

(actions C7, C8, C9, C10, C11)

COmmunITy LIfe, LeISure And reCreATIOn

There are many positive things about living in manley
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Liaison with manley School
Manley Village School is regarded as an important part of the 
community and discussions were held with representatives 
from the School to see how the Parish Plan might be able to 
address some of their needs and aspirations. 

The following issues were discussed:
1. The school considers the regular use of the Parish playing 

field and Village Hall is not a viable option due to their 
distance from the School, and the difficulty in getting 
children to these locations in a safe and expedient manner. 
However, there is a great need for more space for PE and 
outdoor events at the school and one option that is being 
looked into is the possibility of renting part of the field 
adjacent to the car park. The Parish Plan group would like 
to encourage the School to use the Parish Field and Village 
Hall more – especially for ‘set piece’ events like a sports 
day. The Parish Plan will investigate this possibility further.

2. The school desperately needs a kitchen in order to provide 
hot school meals. Practical help is needed on a large scale 
for things such as gardening around the school. The latter 
issue here is something the Parish Plan could address 
further – and maybe link this into any group who will look 
at the Village environment and landscape further. 

3. Concern was expressed about road safety and the need 
for a speed limit of 30mph along the B5393 Manley Road. 
The paths to and from the school are very narrow and not 
continuous. Manley is federated with Alvanley School and 

it would be good if the children could walk to each school 
for special events. The speed limit along the B5393 will 
shortly reduce down to 40mph in the area by the School. 
This is seen as a step forward – and something for the 
Parish Council to build on in the future.

4. The School feels that after School and holiday extra-
curricular clubs/events at the Village Hall would be  
well received by the children of Manley. A pond that  
can be visited by the school was high on the list of  
beneficial attributes that Manley is missing and there 
was a very positive reaction to the idea of a play area for 
Manley village.

(actions C5, C9, C10)

Living in manley as an elderly Person
Discussions were held with a number of elderly residents. 
These identified a range of concerns which were not fully 
reflected in the Questionnaire responses. It is clear that there 
are problems with connectivity with neighbouring villages and 
towns and public transport links are inadequate. The Parish 
is not pedestrian friendly and the layout is not suitable for 
assisted mobility (wheelchairs etc).

The disparate nature of the Parish is not conducive to a 
feeling of togetherness for elderly residents who are reliant 
on ‘pockets’ of villagers for support i.e. the individual 
communities within the overall Parish structure. This can lead 
to potential isolation, especially where the person is living 
alone. Support from family, friends and others is important. 
The elderly need to feel secure in the rural environment and 
need to feel part of the village/community. Communication 
might be difficult as the elderly may not be as proficient in the 
use of the internet and computer services. The lack of local 
amenities makes shopping difficult. This means there has to be 
reliance on internet deliveries or taking taxis to nearby towns if 
the person cannot drive themselves. 

The rural location probably means the elderly have gardens/
land to maintain and houses might also need regular 
maintenance (housing stock in Manley is generally more than 
25 years old). The lack of suitable housing to ‘down size’ into 
when existing homes become too big to live in and maintain 
was noted. (action C6)
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The young People of manley
Although some issues relating to young people were identified 
in the Questionnaire we did not fully explore the needs and 
aspirations of the younger generation in Manley. It s proposed 
that there should be a series of youth forums to discuss these 
issues. (action C15)

The delamere forest Project
The Delamere Forest is viewed as an amenity of great 
importance to the community. It was cited as being the 
most used local amenity and 87% of responders to the 
Questionnaire stated that it was an asset of great importance. 
It is also frequently used for leisure and recreation by the 
community with 54% of responders stating that they used the 
Forest ‘frequently’.  

There are substantial plans to transform the Forest further 
with the incorporation of a new Visitor Centre, new trails 
and recreation activities and, significantly for Manley, the 
construction of circa 75 lodges in the Manley/Kingswood 
area of the Forest. At the time of drafting this Parish Plan a 
planning application is anticipated for this development in 
the near future. The Questionnaire sought opinion on the 
development of the Lodges in the Manley/Kingswood area of 
the Forest – the response was as follows:

In principle, there has been support for the idea of Delamere 
Forest being more accessible to the general public. However, 
there are concerns about a number of aspects of the proposals 
to develop the forest. The community has been highly critical of 
the way in which these proposals have been presented so far – 
primarily during the consultation period in April/May 2012. 

The Linmere site is already commercialised and further 
development would enhance the visitor facilities without 
unduly affecting the forest as a whole. Revenue from this area 
and the car parks can be used to finance minor developments 
elsewhere such as toilet facilities and waste collection. 

However, many people visit the forest for the peace, wildlife 
and natural beauty that it offers. This must not be blighted 
and commercial ventures such as Go-ape, cycle hire, lodges, 
concerts etc should be localised in one area so that the other 
parts can be enjoyed naturally. There is little doubt that the 
ecology of the forest has been damaged by increasing some 
activities, such as the destruction of a native bluebell wood 
and disturbance of badger setts in the current cycle skills area. 

COmmunITy LIfe, LeISure And reCreATIOn

delamere forest is an amenity of great importance

12

Undecided (14%)

Against (74%)

In favour (12%)
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Whilst it is appreciated that there are planned improvements 
to the meres and mosses of the area it is essential that the 
forest as a whole remains intact. Cheshire is already short of 
woodland and if this area is no longer viable as a commercial 
forest, it must be developed as a mixed woodland and heath 
area for the benefit of people and wildlife.

The proposed lodges will have a profound impact on the 
forest. There will be disruption while the site is developed 
and noise, light pollution, litter and waste disposal will 
increase when the lodges are occupied. The access road cuts 
right through the forest with access off Ashton road (the 
‘Switchback’). If there are circa 75 lodges, it is estimated there 

will be 200-300 vehicle movements each day during peak 
times as visitors and service vehicles move on and off the site 
with the associated noise, disruption, air pollution and safety 
implications these will bring. Wildlife will be affected. The local 
infrastructure of the surrounding area in terms of parking, 
shops, restaurants and pubs is inadequate for a large influx 
of visitors although it is appreciated that increasing visitor 
numbers to the area could stimulate and assist local leisure 
based businesses. (action P1)
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upkeep of roads, gritting and verges
The Questionnaire showed that 59% of respondents thought 
the upkeep of our roads was inadequate. The Steering Group 
undertook a survey of all Parish Roads in the summer of 
2012 when the conclusion was that roads were in reasonable 
condition for a rural area. However many specific issues were 
identified and these have deteriorated over the winter of 
2012/13.

Responses to the Questionnaire mentioned potholes, poor 
surfacing, encroachment of vegetation, damaged or obscured 
road signs, blocked drains, local flooding or poor drainage and 
farm debris left on roads.

From the foregoing, we feel urgent action is required to 
restore local roads to an acceptable standard. (action T1).

The majority of respondents thought gritting of roads in 
winter, particularly minor roads (i.e. other than the B5393) was 
inadequate causing particular difficulty on narrow lanes and 
hills. It would be worth considering deposits of grit for local 
use. (action T2)

69% of respondents mentioned danger or accident spots. 
Responses tended to highlight already well know junctions or 

bends and are summarised in the map below. Each encircled 
number indicates the location and number of respondents 
identifying it. A particular and recent problem noted was the 
high speed of vehicles passing the exit from the Kingswood 
Park development onto Waterloo Road.

There should be a ‘Manley’ Parish sign upon entering the 
Parish along Manley Lane; on leaving Mouldsworth; on Dark 
Ark Lane and the B5393 at the bottom of Simmond’s Hill. 
(action T3)

TrAnSPOrT, HIGHWAyS And SAfeTy

urgent action is required to restore local roads to an acceptable standard.

14
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Street lighting 
The vast majority was opposed to street lighting in Manley. 
It should be noted however, that two small areas do benefit 
from street lighting, the corner of New Pale Road at Manley 
Common, and School Lane. There is a case for this lighting 
to be removed or time-controlled to lessen the environmental 
impact. (action T4).

Speed limits
The recent decision of CWaC to apply a 40 mph speed 
limit throughout the course of the B5393 in Manley should 
please the majority who would agree with a 40 mph limit. 
This restriction will be applied shortly. However, a significant 
number of people would like to see the speed limit reduced 
to 30 mph between the Village Hall and until well past the 
school. A minority (8%) opted for a 50 mph limit or to have 
kept the road derestricted.

The response on other roads was more difficult to quantify 
because of the number and variety of such roads. Comments 
tended to reflect local concerns particularly about fast traffic 
passing concealed entrances, difficult junctions and excessive 
speed on narrow roads with blind corners. Unfortunately there 
is little scope to impose a speed limit on these roads.

Kerbs, footpaths and Parking 
Kerbing was present in some road sections but the drainage 
gullies were invariably clogged with vegetation. There seemed 
to be little logic in the areas that had kerbing and those roads 
which did not. Kerbing around the Manley Common area 
would help control the parking problems associated with 
people visiting the forest.

The logic for the provision of pavements along some roads and 
not others is unclear. There is a strong case for a footpath from 
Manley Common to the B5393 and along Sugar Lane and 
School Lane or children travelling to school. 

Parking is often a problem around the school. A metalled 
parking bay is recommended. A parking bay should be created 
alongside the post box on Manley Common as this area is 
frequently used by visitors to the forest. (action T5)

rights of way and footpaths 
Nearly all respondents made some use of public rights of way 
and for most this was for walking or dog walking and a few 
for horse riding. 

Various improvements were suggested to encourage greater 
use including better maintenance, clearance of overgrown 
paths, better signage, Parish maps and better parking. There 
were several offers from people who said they would be 
prepared to join working parties to maintain footpaths around 
the Parish. This would seem to be an initiative worth following 
up. It would require consent and support of property owners 
bordering onto affected footpaths. (action T6)

Public Transport
It appears that rail transport is little used. Only 11 people 
(10%) used rail services daily or weekly mainly from 
Mouldsworth Station with the reasons for not using the trains 
being cost, speed, frequency and reliability of services, station 
facilities and the quality of trains.

44% of respondents would use a bus service but of these, 
only half would use it weekly or more. 33% said they would 
use a “Dial-a-ride” service.

Currently, there does not appear to be a case for developing 
public transport facilities in the Parish.
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Security 
Almost half of the respondents expressed concern about 
criminal activity but this concern was not borne out by the 
number of people who had reason to call the police in the last 
three years. 13 households out of the 113 who responded 
had had something stolen from their house, shed, garden 
or garage in the last three years. Antisocial behaviour was 
not regarded as a significant issue and concern was mainly 
focused on litter.

The Home Watch scheme in Manley was not widely known 
but was appreciated by some as it was thought to reduce 
local crime. Comments on Home Watch broadly fell into three 
groups requesting “more information”, better understanding 
of “organisation and purpose” and “better communication”. 
John Crampton has coordinated the Manley Home Watch 
scheme for several years and his contribution is gratefully 
acknowledged. Nonetheless, from the responses to this 
Questionnaire it does seem there is scope to deepen the 
involvement of all individuals in the scheme to help realise 
its full potential to improve security and safety in the Village. 
(action S1)
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enVIrOnmenT, PLAnnInG And HerITAGe

Protecting and enhancing the natural surroundings

The issue of the environment can be very wide and complex 
but for a Village Plan the focus is essentially the quality and 
maintenance of the landscape and environs of the Parish.

Local landscape
The rural nature of the Parish is greatly appreciated by the vast 
majority of residents. When asked about the value of such 
aspects as public footpaths, open green spaces, hedgerows, 
woodland areas, and farmland areas, an overwhelming 
majority of those expressing an opinion considered the 
landscape and environment of Manley as vital assets to this 
community. Its limited built-up areas are surrounded by a 
rural countryside of fields, woodlands, hedges and a few 
streams. Most of the land use is for farming (mainly pastoral), 
woodland, or residential properties including some small 
landowners. The Parish encompasses a significant section of 
Delamere Forest and has a man-made lake at Manley Mere. 
While both of these are used primarily as leisure facilities, they 
are nonetheless of appreciable ecological value. Part of the 
Sandstone Trail crosses the Parish and there are other public 
footpaths and bridal ways. There are other ‘green’ corridors, 
ice-ponds and tracts of unused land which provide havens for 
wild-life. There are proposals afoot for a wild-flower meadow 
at Manley Common. 

The whole Parish is designated as Green Belt. Currently 
there are no plans applicable to Manley Parish for substantial 
housing or commercial land redevelopments in the recently 
published Local Plan for Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC). 
The purpose of Green Belt designation is to prevent urban 
sprawl into the countryside and avoid the joining up of 
settlements and the overdevelopment of prime value land. As 
a result, various planning controls or recommendations apply 
to prevent the encroachment of new buildings which would 
damage the attractive countryside and the special character of 
rural communities. Our survey showed that a high proportion 
of residents want very limited development in the Parish 
but that we should both protect and enhance the natural 
surroundings. A high response was given for better signage 
and publication of the available public footpaths and improved 
maintenance of those facilities. (actions e4, e5)

Improving our natural environment
Whilst Manley enjoys an appreciated rural setting there are 
obviously areas of our Parish’s landscape and environment 
that can be enhanced, and indeed should be enhanced. Some 
of these issues involve much needed maintenance of the 
sandstone boundary walls to try and put these back to how 
they would have looked many years ago. We also have an 
abundance of trees, many of which are in desperate need of 
maintenance with many being strangled by climbing ivy. Ash 
dieback is an increasing national problem and locally, might be 
offset by monitoring and intervention.

There are also areas where we could look to enhance what we 
have with selected areas of new tree planting, bulb planting, 
improvement of common ‘green’ areas (like Moss Lane/
Moss drive) and other areas of the Village. As has also been 
previously mentioned landscape improvements to the Parish 
Field would enhance this amenity, and also the consideration 
of a new landscape ‘zone’ to bring together the Village Hall 
and Parish Field to help create a ‘heart’ to the community. 

Cheshire Landscape Trust provides advice and training of 
volunteer landscape wardens to enable parishes to maintain 
and enhance their natural landscape of woodland, hedgerows 
and walling. PondNet is a new volunteer survey that aims to 
collect information about trends in pond quality and pond 
species, including uncommon plants and animals, and this group 
is embarking on a 2 year study of 3 English regions, of which 
Cheshire is one. Both of these schemes should be considered by 
the Parish Plan implementation group. (action e4)
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Biodiversity 
There was a significant majority in favour of increasing bio-
diversity but that was not necessarily a viewpoint shared by 
most of the landowners. Clearly, the natural environment 
matters to the vast majority of parishioners. The beauty and 
diversity of our landscapes and wildlife inspire and enrich our 
lives, and are an important part of our local identity. Protecting 
our species and their habitats also improves our quality of life 
and our standard of living. A review of best practices in this 
area is proposed. Best practices for increasing bio-diversity of 
wildlife, which tend to increase natural disorderliness, may 
conflict with current husbandry of hedgerows for example. 
A biodiversity characterisation for Manley does not exist 
and hence audits should be considered, in conjunction with 
specialist bodies (e.g. Natural England), to determine a basis 
for ensuring that future developments and rural management 
enhance the landscape, the flora and wildlife and their 
habitats. (action e3) 

Litter
The majority of respondents considered that services such as 
refuse collections, recycling facilities, were at least satisfactory, 
although many thought that the provision for litter, and fly-
tipping were less than satisfactory. The idea of a volunteer 
force to litter-pick was favourably received by many. To make 
this activity more enjoyable and sustainable it is proposed that 

it is organised once a year in conjunction with a community 
get-together event. The Steering Group conducted a litter pick 
during a snap-shot survey of the roadways throughout the 
Parish and found that a clean-up of roadside was manageable 
by a small workforce. 

It is also proposed that a ‘country-watch’ network be 
organised, comparable to neighbourhood watch, to report 
and action black spot incidences. In this respect there were 
many comments about the degree of mud on the roads, 
and the corresponding encroachment of verges led to a 
deterioration of conditions along the minor roads. Higher 
levels of ‘rat-run’ traffic across the Parish may be responsible 
for litter and roadway problems. (actions e1, e2)

Waste management and recycling
Whilst the general refuse and waste recycling is considered 
satisfactory for most households, there are some problems 
highlighted through narrative comments and by the continued 
need for individuals to use the recycling centre at Frodsham 
for some waste disposals. The relatively recent changes in 
waste collection have enabled many everyday wastes to be 
collected. 

There is a favourable encouragement for a local community 
recycling facility that could collect some special wastes and 
possibly avoid unnecessary travel to other disposal sites. It 
is proposed that discussions be held with the authorities to 
develop a customised waste skip to provide a manageable, 
safe and secure outlet for certain household wastes not 
presently collected or segregated. This might serve more than 
one local Parish and needs discussion for any suitable location. 
(actions e7, e8)

energy Saving
Manley’s interest in moving towards a low carbon footprint 
received strong support in principle. However, much less 
support was received for fossil fuel reduction which is 
possibly the biggest local carbon footprint factor. There is still 
some scope for domestic energy saving measures and these 
could be explored further for promotion to householders. 
(action e6)
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Planning
Planning regulations have, in principle, been affected by 
the introduction of the Localism Act which will allow the 
introduction of local communities to influence the character 
and extent of local developments but cannot supersede the 
developments allowed by the Local Authority (ie CWAC) in  
the Local Plan. 

A Neighbourhood Plan enables a Parish or a combination of 
Parishes, to set-out restrictions to the type and location of 
future developments or to their ‘building’ character (materials/
design). This means that the Parish Council must work in 
conjunction with the Borough planning department to form 
an agreed Plan. As it is not forecast within the Local Plan 
for Manley to have any large scale housing or commercial 
developments, then there is conceivably no basis for this 

community led initiative. However, there are potentially, two 
areas which might be given further consideration, these 
being: (a) the potential development of holiday lodges within 
Delamere Forest, and (b) the ‘tacit’ acceptance shown in the 
survey, by a significant fraction of the community, for more, 
lower cost, smaller houses within the Parish. (actions P2,P3)

Heritage
The survey showed a significant interest for building a detailed 
archive of the history of Manley. This should be actively 
encouraged and it is proposed that a group be formed for this 
purpose. (action H1)

There was interest in the provision of a Commemorative 
Feature for the village, probably situated at the Village Hall, to 
describe and celebrate the attractions of Manley. (action H2)
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In terms of the traditional drivers of business development, 
Manley is well positioned. The Parish is situated in a highly 
accessible location, close to major motorways, intercity rail 
connections and two major airports. Approximately 50% of 
the UK’s population is within 2 hours drive and Delamere 
Forest is a major leisure destination. 

There are several businesses ranging from a water-sports 
centre, motor cycle suspensions, interior design consultancy, 
bed and breakfast establishments, stables and farm shops. 

The Parish has a larger than average number (7.8% of 
respondents) of homeworkers in a wide variety of business 
activities offering an impressive array of skills. 

Amongst our respondents the largest business employed 8 
people with the average business employing 2.6 people. 27% 
of business respondents drew their business base mainly from 
the Parish and surrounding areas and 21% were seeking 
to expand their customer base within Manley. Slightly more 
respondents were not in favour of more action to encourage 
business than were in favour and this was mirrored with a 
lack of support for a business forum (90% not in favour) and 
a business directory (64% not in favour). This feedback was 
echoed in the planning responses where a majority were not 
in favour of encouraging business by the provision of suitable 
sites and through the significant opposition to the proposed 
lodge development in Delamere Forest.

When asked if there were any aspects of Manley which caused 
a problem with your business the biggest problem identified 
was mobile phone reception and broadband services. Many 
people commented on slow broadband speed and it was 
suggested that an upgrading of broadband infrastructure 
would enable the use of more advanced IT services and access 
to a wider range of service providers. The potential provision 
of cable was mentioned and it was recognised that this was 
a problem common to many rural areas. Similar issues were 
raised in relation to the mobile phone network coverage. 

The other major problems identified, predominantly by the 
farming community, was traffic issues such as congestion 
around the school and accessibility on lanes due to 
overgrowing foliage. 

There was support for farmers markets and the establishment 
of a local post office/shop. (action B1, B2, B3)

BuSIneSSeS

The parish has a larger than average number of homeworkers
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THe WAy fOrWArd And nexT STePS

much now has to be done

The collection and analysis of information is only the start of 
the process. Much now has to be done to ensure that the 
wishes expressed by the community are acted on efficiently 
and effectively. This will entail inputs from a wide range of 
people guided by a Parish Plan Implementation Group.

Implementation of the Plan 
This report has been distributed to every household in Manley 
and we welcome any suggestions, comments and criticisms. 
Please contact a member of the previous Parish Plan Steering 
Group as listed inside the back cover.

The Parish Plan Steering Group will be formally disbanded 
and a Parish Plan Implementation Group will be formed which 
will have a remit of co-ordinating the action plan and liaising 
with other bodies as needed. It will have the support of, and 
oversee, the activities of working groups which will examine 
the more complex problems or action teams for specific tasks 
such as litter sweeps. It will seek funding where appropriate 
for these activities.

The Parish Plan Implementation Group will ensure the action 
plan is progressed and implemented and will keep residents 
informed of the progress made.

Volunteers
As part of the Questionnaire, we asked for expressions of 
interest from residents who would like to act as volunteers 
for the next phase. We had an encouraging response from 15 
individuals and we hope there are many others who would 
like to play a part and support the process. This may be by 
joining the Parish Plan Implementation Group, being on a 
working group, attending meetings, delivering information or 
simply by keeping your particular environs well-kept and tidy.

we need your help
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The following section summarises the action Plan. It shows:
 � The reference number of the section of the report where it is discussed.
 � The particular issue which requires attention.
 � The objective of the action. This will often require the Parish Plan Implementation Group to write specific Terms of Reference 
for the Working Groups.

 � The Partners who will have to be involved in the process. The Parish Plan Implementation Group will not operate in isolation 
but must liaise with a wide variety of other people and official bodies to achieve our objectives.

 � The timescale is expected to be within 1 year for short term actions, within 2 years for medium term plans and up to 4 years 
for longer term proposals.

 � The priority is shown as 1 for high priority, 2 for medium and 3 for activities of lesser importance.

Summary of Issues and Objectives – Community life, leisure and Recreation

Ref Issue Objective Partner Timescale Priority

C1 Communication 
In Manley

To achieve one unified website for 
Manley

Parish Council, 
Village Hall 
and Parish Plan 
implementation 
Group

Short 1

C2 Broadband 
speeds and 
service

To accelerate improvements in 
broadband for Manley

Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Short 2

C3 Mobile Phone 
reception/
coverage

To improve signal reception Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 2

C4 Communication 
in Manley

To improve the dissemination of 
Village information and news (ie 
notice boards etc)

Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Short 1

C5 Maintenance of 
School grounds/
gardens

To assist the School in the general 
upkeep of the School for the benefit 
of the whole community

Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Short/Medium 2

C6 elderly amongst 
our Community

To support the elderly community in 
Manley with a bespoke action plan

Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 1

C7 Parish Field 
Surface

To look into creating an even and 
uniform playing/recreation field

Manley Parish 
Council and Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 2

C8 encouraging 
better use of the 
Parish Field

To ensure the Parish Field is better 
used for more leisure activities and by 
the school (for set piece events etc)

Manley Parish 
Council and Parish 
Implementation 
Group 

Medium 2

ACTIOn PLAn SummAry
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C9 Provision of a 
local Play area/
amenity

To look into providing a play area on 
the Parish Field

Manley Parish 
Council and Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 2

C10 a Manley Pond 
(suggestion from 
School)

To look at providing a pond area 
within Manley 

Manley Parish 
Council and Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 2

C11 new Goals 
posts and sports 
equipment for 
Parish Field 

To look at the provision of new 
goalposts and 5 a side/touch rugby 
equipment for the Parish Field (to 
encourage better use)

Manley Parish 
Council and Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 2

C12 Creating a 
‘heart’ to the 
Community

Create a new landscape to link the 
Parish Field and the Village Hall 
(inc Tarvin Road) to provide a new 
identity and focus to this key area of 
the Village

Parish 
Implementation 
Group and other 
Parish Plan 
volunteers 

Medium 2

C13 Village Hall enhance the WC and meeting rooms 
facilities at the Village Hall

Manley Village 
Hall and the Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 2

C14 Village Hall To provide a WIFI/IT area for the 
community to use 

Manley Village 
Hall and the Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 2

C15 young people Forums to identify the needs and 
aspirations of the younger generation 
and formulate an action programme

Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Short term 2

Summary of Issues and Objectives – Transport and Highways

Ref Issue Objective Partner Timescale Priority

T1 State of the Road 
system

Formation of a Roads Watch Group to 
report to the Parish council and CWaC

Parish CouncilParish 
Implementation 
GroupCwaC

Short 1

T2 Grit bins Identify sites for grit bins and install Parish CouncilParish 
Implementation 
GroupCwaC

Medium 2

T3 Parish signs Install Parish signs at selected 
locations

Parish CouncilParish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 2
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T4 Street lighting Review the existing street lighting to 
evaluate its necessity or time controls

Parish Council, Parish 
Implementation 
Group, Roads Watch 
Group

Medium 3

T5 Pavements, 
kerbing and 
parking

Review the need for pavements, 
kerbing and parking facilities 
throughout the Parish and make 
recommendations for improvements

Parish Council, Parish 
Implementation 
Group, Roads Watch 
Group

Medium 2

T6 Footpaths Formation of a Footpaths Group 
to monitor the condition of 
footpaths etc in the Parish to report 
to the Parish Council. Undertake 
maintenance programmes as needed.

Parish Council, Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Short 1

Summary of Issues and Objectives – Safety

Ref Issue Objective Partner Timescale Priority

S1 Home Watch 
Scheme

Promote and strengthen the Manley 
Home watch Scheme.

John Crampton, 
Parish Council, Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Short 2

Summary of Issues and Objectives- environment

Ref Issue Objective Partner Timescale Priority

e1 litter To develop litter bins at prime sites Parish Council, Parish 
Implementation 
Group, CWaC

Short 2

e2 litter To form a country watch group 
to organise litter-pick and action 
community actions.

Parish Council, Parish 
Implementation 
Group, CWaC

Short 1

e3 Bio-diversity Review and report on best national 
practices

Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 2

e4 local landscape Use country watch group to 
initiate ideas for maintenance and 
enhancement of green spaces, natural 
landscape and land stewardship 
including existing trees, sandstone 
walls etc.

Parish Council, Parish 
Implementation 
Group, CWaC

Short 2

e5 local landscape Review the provision of facilities that 
enable the use of natural amenities 
of the village and public footpaths

Parish Council, Parish 
Implementation 
Group, CWaC

Short 1

ACTIOn PLAn SummAry
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e6 energy 
conservation

To promote low cost energy schemes 
and collective ‘power’ purchasing

Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Short 1

e7 Waste 
Managementand 
Recycling

To review and improve the collection 
of household waste bins

Parish Council Short 1

e8 Waste 
Managementand 
Recycling

To explore the potential for a local 
community mini-recycling facility

Parish Council, Parish 
Implementation 
Group, CWaC

Medium 2

Summary of Issues and Objectives- Planning

Ref Issue Objective Partner Timescale Priority

P1 Delamere forest; 
holiday lodges

evaluate the likelihood of 
developments 

Parish Council Short 1

P2 Planning Maintain a watching brief on the 
need for a neighbourhood plan and 
take appropriate action

Parish Council, Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 3

P3 Promote 
small scale 
developments 
for lower cost 
housing

Feasibility review Parish 
Implementation 
Group

long 3

Summary of Issues and Objectives- Heritage

Ref Issue Objective Partner Timescale Priority

H1 Manley archive Formation of a Manley heritage 
group and archive

Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Short 2

H2 Commemorative 
plaque

Design and erect a Commemorative 
plaque for the Parish

Parish Council, Parish 
Implementation 
Group

Medium 3
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Summary of Issues and Objectives – Business

Ref Issue Objective Partner Timescale Priority

B1 Business 
Development

Take note of the lack of enthusiasm 
for specific business development 
initiatives

n/a n/a n/a

B2 Broadband 
Services & Mobile 
Reception

To undertake technical research into 
the possibilities of improving services 
and provide evidential base to lobby 
suppliers

Parish Council, CWaC, 
Specialist Sub Group

Short 1

B3 access / 
Transport

To ensure that local businesses are 
not hampered in their operation 
through overgrown foliage and poor 
signage

Parish Council, CWaC Short 1

ACTIOn PLAn SummAry
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APPendIx 1 - QueSTIOnnAIre reSuLTS

General information

1 Home ownership – are you a:

Home owner 103 long term tenant 6

Short term tenant 1 Visitor 0

Business only 1 Other 1

2 How many people including children normally live in your household?

1 2 3 4 5 6 >6

16 50 16 21 7 1 0

3 What age brackets do they fit into?

0 - 5 6 - 10 11 - 18 19 - 25 26 - 45 45 - 64 65 - 84 85+

14 20 30 18 53 101 52 1

4 number of each gender

Male 143 Female 146

5 How long have you lived in Manley?

average 18.31 years

6 How happy are you living in Manley?

Very 
happy

82 Happy 25 Unhappy 0 Very 
unhappy

3

7 Do you think Manley needs to develop a stronger sense of community?

Strongly 
agree

15 agree 72 Disagree 19 Strongly 
disagree

1

Transport, highways and safety

yes no Don’t 
know

8 Do you think the upkeep of local roads in Manley is adequate? 41 64 4

9 Is the gritting of roads and snow clearance adequate in winter? 36 67 6

10 are there adequate pavements or verges for pedestrians? 53 52 4

11 are there any danger/accident spots within our Parish? 72 13 19

12 Should there be street lighting in Manley? 9 89 9

14 Speed limits on B5393

30 mph 40 mph 50 mph Derestricted

38 59 4 4

15 Speed limits on other roads

30 mph 40 mph 50 mph Derestricted

30 23 5 7

The questionnaire - tabulation of the raw data
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16 How often do you use public rights of way e.g. footpaths

never less than monthly Monthly Weekly Daily

10 24 19 37 19

17 If used how do you use them?

Dog walking Horse riding Cycling Running Walking or 
rambling

38 4 31 26 83

18 What would encourage you to make greater use of footpaths? - 31 comments of which the main ones 
concerned: Better maintenance and clearing - 14, Improved signage and mapping - 8, Better parking and 
access - 2, need for footpaths by roads - 1, avoidance of dog fouling - 1

yes no Don’t 
know

19 are local footpaths adequately maintained? 51 31 17

20 Would you be prepared to take part in working parties to maintain? 35 43 23

21 are there problems with vegetation overhanging paths beside roads? 51 38 15

22 How often do you use local rail services?

never less than monthly Monthly Weekly Daily

27 56 17 5 6

23 Which station do you use?

Mouldsworth Delamere Helsby Frodsham Other

72 1 17 37 4

 24 What would encourage you to make more use of rail services? - 26 comments of which the main ones 
concerned: Cost (too expensive) - 10, Speed, frequency and reliability - 6, Station facilities - 4, Quality of 
trains - 2

yes no Don’t 
know

25 Would you use a bus service to Frodsham, Helsby or Chester? 48 47 14

If yes, how often would you use it?

less than monthly Monthly Weekly Daily

9 16 25 1

APPendIx 1 - QueSTIOnnAIre reSuLTS
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yes no Don’t 
know

26 Would you use a “dial-a-ride” service? 36 50 22

27 In the last 3 years have you had to call the Police? 20 89

28 In the last 3 years have you had to call the Fire Brigade? 3 108

29 In the last 3 years have you had to call the ambulance? 13 98

30 If yes, were you satisfied with the overall service received? 28 6

31 are you concerned about crime/security in the Parish? 47 58

32 are you concerned about antisocial behaviour in the Parish? 13 92

33 Do you find it easy to access healthcare services (doctor/dentist/hospital) 
that you need?

94 13

34 Do you find it easy to access the social services that you need? 41 6

35 In the last 3 years have you had anything stolen from:

House? 1 Shed? 3 Garden? 6 Garage? 3 nothing? 89

yes no Don’t 
know

36 Do you know about the Home Watch Scheme in Manley? 64 44 1

37 Do you think a Home Watch Scheme reduces local crime? 75 13 22

38 Do you receive or have access to information from Home Watch? 43 60 6

39 Is Home Watch of value to you? 69 7 30

40 How could this be improved? - 32 comments of which the main themes were: need for better 
communication - 13, need for more information - 11, Better understanding of organisation and purpose - 8

Community life, leisure and recreation

41 What do you like about living in the Parish of Manley? Ranking

Surrounding countryside, forest and wildlife 1

Having the playing fields 8

local facilities e.g. farm shop 5

Having a Village Hall 3

Having a Primary School 6

Having a Church 7

Sense of community 4

easy access to nearby amenities 2
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42 Where do you get most of your information about events in Manley? numbers

noticeboard at the Village Hall 14

Word of mouth 66

advertising banners 26

Web sites/email circulars 38

Manley Magazine 75

Other 11

yes no Don’t 
know

43 Do you feel that sharing of information about events and 
activities in the village is adequate?

61 33 13

44 The Parish Plan steering group has a new website. How often have you used it?

Daily Weekly Occasionally never Didn’t know about it

0 1 23 40 46

45 any suggestions for development of the website? – 23 comments

yes no Don’t 
know

46 Would you like to bring together one website for the whole 
village?

86 1 16

47 How well does the Parish Council publicise its decisions and activities?

Very well Reasonably well Badly no opinion

5 35 40 31

all Some none

48 Do you know who your Parish Councillors are? 10 80 20

yes no Don’t 
know

49 Would any child of yours under 18 be interested in a young 
persons’ Parish Council?

5 14 17

50 Do you have any disability or mobility issues? 9 90
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51 Which activities facilities and events do you take part in? numbers

Church drop in/church activities 12

Gardening Club 9

Flower arranging 2

Quiz nights 17

Manley ladies 7

Spring Fair 54

Bowls 6

Tennis Club, Tennis coaching 15

Snooker, billiards 11

Book Club 1

Upholstery class 2

Mobile library 6

Zumba, Pilates 19

Pre-school 6

Farmers markets 48

Football 4

Cycling 17

Other 8

52 Range and quality of activities available in the community (1 = very good, 2 = good, 3 = poor, 4 = very 
poor) – numbers responding in each category

Range of activities Quality of activities

age group 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

0 – 5 years 
old

2 10 13 6 0 13 5 5

6 – 11 
years old

2 15 12 4 0 15 8 3

12 – 18 
years old

0 10 14 11 0 9 11 5

Working 
age

3 35 17 2 1 32 10 0

Retired/
elderly

4 27 8 7 3 20 4 2
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53 Which activities, facilities and events would you support if provided? numbers

entering a best kept village competition 38

Voluntary lift scheme 20

ecogroup 14

Time bank type of initiative 12

Walking group 30

Fitness suite 38

Community lunch club 7

litter picks 34

youth activities/club 21

Community office with IT/Wi-Fi facilities etc. 6

Shop/Post Office 66

Film or theatre group 24

Film evenings 34

Computer classes 15

Mums and toddlers group 11

local information library 12

Drop-in centre for the elderly 11

Manley archive 28

Other 1

54 Do you use any of the following village amenities? numbers

Playing field 21

Village Hall 57

Tennis Club 14

Bowling Club 6

Manley Mere 45

Church 16

Mobile library 9

Delamere Forest 102

Other 5

55 Would you use a delivery service for any of the following? numbers

newspapers 44

Milk 41

Organic fruit/Veg Box 11

Supermarket deliveries 28
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56 Do you use Delamere Forest for leisure recreation?

Frequently Occasionally Rarely never

61 45 5 2

57 How important do you feel Delamere Forest is as a local asset?

Very important Important not important

98 13 1

yes no Don’t 
know

58 Would you be in favour of plans to build Forest lodges in 
Delamere?

13 82 16

59 Significant problems or suggestions for improvement in use of Forest? - 44 comments summarised as 
follows:Impact of cyclists on the environment and on walkers - 10, Condition of paths and litter - 10, 
Over-commercialisation of the forest and impact building of lodges might have - 8, need for better 
maps and signposting - 5, Problem of uncontrolled dogs and dog fouling - 4, Better parking close to 
some access points and wish for direct access from Kingsley Park - 3, Speeding traffic - 2, and theft 
from parked cars - 1

yes no Don’t 
know

60 Would you like to see the development of the Village Hall to 
provide improved toilet facilities and extra meeting rooms?

54 12 37

61 Which school do children attend?

Manley School ashton Hayes School Other schools

9 1 9

62 not assigned

are you satisfied or dissatisfied with: Satisfied Dissatisfied no opinion

63 Broadband speeds? 46 47 12

64 landline availability and reliability? 89 7 7

65 Comments: 17

66 Postal deliveries and collection? 99 6 4

67 Comments: 5

yes no no opinion

68 Would you encourage satellite transmitters etc.? 57 28 18

69 Comments: 13
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environment, planning and heritage

Statements about the character of environment which are considered important

Strongly 
agree

agree Disagree Strongly 
disagree

70 Open spaces and rural environment assets to be 
safeguarded

97 11 0 0

71 There is an adequate network of footpaths, etc. 52 47 7 0

72 The overall look of the village is maintained 68 32 3 1

73 Verges, hedges, walls, stiles and footpaths are in 
keeping with the local character

65 38 2 2

74 Improve measures to increase biodiversity 55 39 10 0

75 any areas of the village that could be better used or maintained? – 31 comments

76 More efforts to improve biodiversity? yes no Would like 
to know 
more

already 
involved

44 17 37 6

77 not assigned

If you currently own farmland or a significant amount of land would you consider the following?

yes no Would 
like more 
information

78 entering environmental stewardship schemes through DeFRa 7 12 7

79 liaising with local wildlife trusts/groups to help improve 
biodiversity on your land

10 9 7

80 Using grants, if available, for improving wildlife and conserving 
the heritage of your land

9 10 6

81 are problems with environmental waste a concern to you? yes no Don’t 
know

General litter 43 45 7

Dog fouling 26 49 11

Fly-tipping 45 32 14

Sewage or ‘run-off’ 8 50 22

Other 2 4 5

82 are you willing to participate in litter clean-up groups? 47 24 26
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83 Do you or your household find the present waste collection arrangements satisfactory for:

Strongly 
agree

agree Disagree Strongly 
disagree

General household waste 35 59 8 4

Recycling of waste 34 60 10 2

Frequency of collections 32 62 10 3

84 What change if any would you want in waste collection? – 33 comments

yes no Don’t 
know

85 Do any household wastes need to be taken to Frodsham? 22 62 15

86 Would you use a community recycling site? 68 25 11

87 Does your home have any of these energy saving features?

yes no Don’t 
know

Consider-
ing

Double glazing 99 10 0 1

Cavity wall insulation 65 29 7 0

loft insulation (3” thick or greater) 95 6 5 1

Solar panels 13 77 1 5

Grey water recycling 3 74 10 3

Heat pump 1 75 9 3

88 How do you principally heat your home? (Tick more than one box if appropriate.)

Solid fuel Wood Oil Gas electricity

17 31 73 23 27

yes no Don’t 
know

89 Have you used grants towards insulating your house? 21 80 7

90 How have you made savings in energy use or cost? – 9 comments

yes no Don’t 
know

91 Interest in a Parish Power Group for discounts on fuel? 41 33 30

92 Would you use mains gas if available in the village? 57 28 23

How concerned are you about the following emissions or impacts?

Strongly 
concerned

Concerned Unconcerned Strongly 

unconcerned

93 noise pollution 21 25 43 7

94 aircraft noise 19 32 44 5

95 Radio mast transmission 19 32 41 7

96 Waste incinerators (5 mile radius) 51 33 16 4
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97 Wind farm turbines 51 23 23 6

yes no Don’t 
know

98 Should Parish encourage to reduce carbon footprint? 67 13 21

How important to you or your family is: Important neutral not 
important

99 Recycling? 90 15 2

100 Conservation of the natural environment? 104 4 1

101 Preservation of the greenbelt? 96 12 1

102 Retaining ecology of Delamere Forest? 102 7 1

103 Reducing fossil fuel usage? 52 50 2

104 Protection and management of ecology of Manley? 91 15 2

105 encouraging biodiversity? 58 46 2

are you, or do you have: yes no Don’t 
know

106 Interested in forming a historical archive for the village? 64 12 30

107 Interested in a commemorative feature of Manley history? 59 21 28

108 Willing to be involved with projects within the Plan? 37 19 48

109 any skills to use or advise the Steering Committee? 13 36 49

110 Would any of the following provide worthwhile resources for the Parish?

Community boot sales 40 35 19

additional craft sales 44 21 25

Community 100 club 27 17 43

Community loyalty card (negotiated discount) 37 27 27

Internet marketing for the Spring Fair 42 22 26

Café at the Village Hall 49 21 23

111 Would you participate in a consumer panel? 47 27 22

as a community do you think we should consider:

112 encouraging more low cost housing? 38 43 24

113 encouraging smaller sized housing for those downsizing? 52 31 23

114 Imposing limitations on land developments? 81 11 15

115 Restricting new builds to compatible materials? 66 27 11

116 encouraging business by providing suitable sites? 36 49 21

Business questionnaire

117 Do you or anyone in your household run a business or work from home in Manley?

yes (business only) yes (business based at 
my home)

yes (business based 
elsewhere but work 
from home)

no

1 13 2 84
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118 What type of business including farming? – 8 comments

119 number of employees (average and range): 2.6 (0 – 8)

120 When was your business established in Manley?

less than 12 months 1 to 5 years 6 to 10 years More than 10 years

1 3 3 7

121 Why is your business located in Manley? (Tick all that apply.)

a long-established existing business 5

Based in your home 7

Geographical location of Manley 0

local customer base 4

Suitable business premises 4

122 are there any aspects of Manley that cause problems for your business?

Traffic (congestion, parking, speed, etc.) 4

Roads (condition, noise, poor access, etc.) 2

Recycling, waste collection 0

Mobile phone reception, broadband services 4

Postal services 0

Public transport (bus services, etc.) 1

Poor appearance, litter, fly-tipping, etc. 1

Shortage of appropriate business premises 0

yes no Don’t 
know

123 Is your customer base mainly from village and surrounds? 4 11 0

124 are you seeking to expand customer base in Manley? 3 11 0

125 are there other ways to promote your business locally? 0 10 4

126 Would you support some form of business directory? 4 7 3

127 Would you like to see a local business forum? 1 9 4

128 If your business grew bigger would you stay in Manley? 11 1 3

129 Should Manley take more action to encourage business? 4 5 6

and finally:

130 Three most important aspects to be protected? - 259 comments of which the prevailing views are 
summarised: Keep Manley “rural”, avoid further development, defend the green belt - 54, Protect 
Delamere Forest and surrounding countryside from development especially cabins - 44, Improve 
maintenance of roads and limit speed of traffic - 30, Greater utilisation of the Village Hall to 
develop sense of community - 24, Keep Manley School - 13, Many of these responses and some 
counterarguments are addressed elsewhere in the questionnaire.
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We trust you have found this report of interest 
and you would like to get involved in the next 
phase of the development of the Parish. If you 
need more information please visit our website at 
www.manleyvillage.com

WWW.mAnLeyVILLAGe.COm

Or contact a member of the Parish Plan Steering Group:

david Joyce (Chairperson): david.joyce.associates@btinternet.com

John Bunting: jgbunting@supernet.com

Steve frood: stephen_frood@btconnect.com

mike Gann: mikegann@doctors.org.uk

Carol Hunt: ghunt@oxton21.freeserve.co.uk

Carol Shaw: davidshaw21@btinternet.com

Peter Sherlock: elizabeth@swinfordsline.co.uk

mark Williams: mwilliams@whrproperty.co.uk
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